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Tierra's New Gallery Opens in WeHo!m”“"ll

Tierra’s New Gallery has officially opened in West Hollywood! This historic

step forward not only expands opportunities for Tierra’s artists, but it enhances
the presence of artists with disabilities in the contemporary art scene. Tierra del Sol is
currently the only art gallery in Los Angeles for adults with disabilities.

An inaugural opening on Saturday, November 11, introduced the work of 122 Tierra
artists, in the collaborative exhibition,
Taking Up Space. The 960-square-foot
space had wall-to-wall patrons, artists,
and their families, as well as Tierra
board members and staff, celebrating
this momentous occasion.

Rebecca Lienhard, Tierra’s CEO,
shares, “Tierra artists bring beauty and
culture into the world, and what we
do at Tierra is help them find their voice. This gallery is that launching point

for our artists to be on a level like all other contemporary artists, and for them
to be viewed and valued for the work that they do. We help them shine by
communicating to the larger art community and the world.”

Gallery Artists

: Ericka Lopez (C), Tierra Gallery Artist, and mom, Alicia
(continued on page 6) Lopez (L), and Jennifer Aguirre (R), Tierra Gallery Artist

Your Support Makes a Difference! tierradelsol.org — Donate Now




Advancing Access, Equity, and Partnerships

Every October, Tierra celebrates National Disabilities Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM), which pays tribute to the

accomplishments of people with disabilities whose work helps keep the nation’s economy strong by reaffirming their commitment
to ensuring equal opportunity for all citizens.

This year's NDEAM theme focused on “advancing access and equity,” which recognized the importance of ensuring all people
have equal opportunities to contribute their unique skills and talents. While many employers have recognized that an inclusive

disability workforce is a strong workforce, there is still a 75% unemployment rate for people with disabilities. Tierra is working
hard to change that number, but we aren’t doing it alone.

On October 19th, Tierra celebrated the incredible business partners who believe in our mission and make employment
opportunities possible for the people we serve.

Congratulations to our
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Tierra Welcomes New Board Members

As Tierra began a new fiscal year on July 1, 2023, three new members were welcomed to its Board of Directors, Priscila Martinez,
Gerardo Menegaz, and Jessica Martinez. Rebecca Lienhard shares, “While all three bring a unique and diverse background of
talents, networks, and skills to the organization, their desire and passion to further Tierra’s mission is an inspiration to us alll”

For Priscila Martinez, Founder and CEO of The Brand Agency, a full-service creative
communications and public relations firm, the familiarity of working with people with
disabilities was a welcomed prospect. “I had established a program in college working with
the same population and when | learned how incredibly effective Tierra was in showing a
different side of people with disabilities, it was like kismet. The new gallery is just one way
Tierra does this and creates space for artists to flourish. I’'m excited to share my network
and look for interesting opportunities to give the organization visibility,” shares Priscila, who :
hit the ground running and landed Tierra’s new Gallery media coverage on NBC-California
Live and Spectrum News, as well as Forbes and VoyagelLA.

“When | first learned about Tierra, | was impressed by its holistic approach of integrating
vocational training, community engagement, and personalized support,” tells Gerardo
Menegaz, Managing Director at Opening Bell Ventures, whose career as a Corporate
Technology Officer and St. Peter’s University Data Science Professor spans 26 years.
“Tierra’s programs are innovative, forward-thinking and encourage independence and self-
determination, and their Board and staff are dedicated. The combination greatly appealed
to me and inspired me to join the Board. Working alongside their committed leadership

to help Tierra meet future fundraising and advocacy challenges, as well as developing
innovative programs to enhance the lives of the people Tierra serves is what | look forward
to the most as a member of the Board.”

As Vice President, Head of Culture for Blizzard Entertainment, Jessica Martinez
focuses on creating a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive workplace culture where
all individuals can thrive at work and at home. “When | learned of how Tierra recognizes
each person’s gifts and how they help them develop those gifts to contribute to the
community, | knew this organization was right for me. Tierra’s customized approach
to serving people with disabilities and building their skills through employment,
volunteerism, education, and the arts, is going to be more important than ever in the
coming years,” notes Jessica. “As the economy and workforce environments evolve
with Al and hybrid work models, preparing Tierra’s associates will be key to setting them \ '
up for long-term success. At the same time, it’s an exciting moment to explore new \ / 4
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opportunities for people with disabilities to be included in our workforce. | look forward
to being a part of that.”

“Tierra’s Board is excited to work with these three outstanding individuals and welcome them to our leadership team.”
—Pat Moore, Tierra Board Chair

Tierra del Sol Foundation 2023-24 Board of Directors
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Psychiatrist and Consultant General Manager Business Manager Tara Siener Bill Van Laningham
Private Practice Hamer Toyota Likes Accounting Firm TV Executive Producer Vice President - Marketing
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create a life-changing opportunity for someone with
a developmental disability by supporting Tierra’s
COI campaign. Your gift supports education, jobs,

volunteer programs and artists whose skill and
creativity underscores that people with disabilities
shouldn’t be defined by them.”

Marc Littman
Tierra Board Member,

Parent and Charter COI Member
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Tierra's Gallery Takes West Hollywood!

(Continued from page 1)

Carlos Del Cid, Tierra Artist and NEXUS College to Career student, shares, “When | joined Tierra’s
+ artprogram | was amazed by the creative classes they provided; painting, sculpting, textiles
& o 2 B s
. - and graphic design. And, the teachers and mentors in this program are awesome because they
understand our creativity and our skills. My mentor helps me create goals and I'm proud to be at
the gallery this evening. The artworks here are made of different mediums, definitions, and styles.
They all come from the artists’ point of view, imagination, and reality. Together, they blend with a
common ingredient, which is the seed of life; passion.”

Under the leadership of Gallery Director, Paige Wery, Tierra del Sol is shaping the landscape of
diversity and equity in the commercial art world at large, museums and arts institutions, as well
as through collaborations with production companies, brands, and more.

! “Our move to West Hollywood marks an important milestone in the organization’s evolution,”
Carlos Del Cid, Tierra Artist, anpaems/ explains Pgige. “The new neighborhqod is hqme to other. importgnt
Wieredles i) ol () @ local and international galleries and its location allows Tierra artists
to exhibit work next to some of their best-known peers in the global
art scene. Tierra artists are included in important public and private collections that have historically
been dominated by renowned artists from the gallery’s new neighbors. Patrons and admirers of aesthetics
recognize Tierra’s vital efforts to ensure the art world remains curious, generous, and inclusive.”

Rebecca noted that, “The purchase of Tierra del Sol’s new gallery was made possible largely in part
through a generous gift from The John Gogian Family Foundation, whose many vyears of support has
helped Tierra serve thousands of people with disabilities in all aspects of Tierra’s programs.”

The new West Hollywood Tierra del Sol Gallery is twice the size of the prior Chinatown space, allowing
the Studio Arts Program to expand the possibilities for artists and the neighborhood. A gallery store,
reading lounge, and accessible bathrooms are some of the features that artists and visitors can experience.

We hope you will visit soon and look forward to all the opportunities our gallery will provide for artists ~ Esmeralda Ballesteros,
with disabilities. Tierra Artist

| 1 I ]
Maria Jones, Sunland Studio Arts, Program
Director, and Jeffrey Rinsky, Tierra Artist
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Gallery Artists in Tierra’s Careers in the Arts Program All smiles at the grand opening!



Tierra del Sol Gallery is located at
7414 Santa Monica Blvd.

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday
11 am to 6 pm or by appointment.

For further inquiries, contact
gallery director Paige Wery at
pwery@tierradelsol.org
or 323-243-0658

Paige Wery, Gallery Director, and Zoé Blair-Schlagenhauf,
Gallery Manager

Have you seen Tierra’s Gallery in the news? Our opening
was featured on NBC California Live, Spectrum News,
Forbes, and VoyageLA. Check out the highlights on
Tierra’s blog - tierradelsol.org
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Amber Pfister,
correspondent for NBC
Channel 4, gets a sneak
peak of Tierra’s

West Hollywood
Gallery with

Rebecca Lienhard, |
Tierra CEO!
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tierra

9919 Sunland Boulevard, Sunland, California 91040

www.tierradelsol.org

SAVE THE DATE
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Monday, April 29, 2024 Saturday, June 8, 2024
10 am - 6 pm 11 am - 1:30 pm
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On behal o‘ he men and women we serve, Tlerra’s Board "f D| jécto 'S

4 the way the world sees people with disabilities.

We look forward to endless opportunities and
wish you health and happiness in the New Year!




